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THE FORMAT: WHAT TO EXPECT 

SCORING … WHAT DOES THAT NUMBER MEAN? 

ENGLISH 

Grammar 

Fundamentals of Usage 

Diction 

Rhetorical skills 

What is a run-on vs a fragment 

Adverb vs adjective 
Distinguish commonly confused 

words (affect vs effect) 

75 questions—45 minutes 

 Should I guess…In a word 

...YES! 

ACT scores in the following way: 

1 point for correct answers 

0 points for skipped questions 

0 points for wrong answers 

So...GUESS! 

 

 

TEST # OF QUESTIONS TIME ALLOTTED 

ENGLISH 75 45 MINUTES 

MATHEMATICS 60 60 MINUTES 

READING 40 35 MINUTES 

SCIENCE  40 35 MINUTES 

OPTIONAL WRITING 1 30 MINUTES 

Yep, you read correctly, that 

is 216 questions in 205 

minutes (or 3 hours and 25 

minutes).  There is one 10 

minute break typically 

between the math and 

reading tests.  Once you 

include time for directions, 

etc. figure you will be there 

4-5 hours total.   The 

national average score is 20 

out of 36.  you only need 

answer 53% of the questions 

Each test is scored separately, 1(low) to 36(high).  The composite score is the average of the 
four test scores. English, Mathematics, and Reading have sub scores that range from 1-18.  
These scores do not impact nor will they add up to equal the score in that section.  The 
percentile score tells you where you rank in your state and nationwide,  Most colleges look 
for at least a 21, and a 25 to obtain scholarships.   That does not mean you won’t be accepted 
to a college or receive a scholarship.  ACT score is just one of thecriteria they request.  
Students will now be able to gain more insight on their performance in each individual section. 
This will help all students break down individual areas where they can improve their score if 
they decide to retake the ACT test. Along with more in-depth breakdowns of their subjects, 
students will now be able to see four new sub-scores that do not necessarily contribute to 

their composite score, including: 

 A STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) 

score. This will help students assess their strengths and weaknesses in these 

areas, and how they might be able to utilize their strengths for college and a 

future career. This will include Math score plus Science score. 

 An English language (ELA) score that will allow students to compare their 

score with others. It will consist of their English score plus Reading score plus 

Writing score. 

 A Progress toward Career Readiness Indicator. This will help students 

assess their career readiness and provide measures for foundational work skills 

and be an indicator for future scores on the ACT National Career Readiness 

Certificate (ACT NCRC). 
 

 A Text Complexity Indicator. This will show students how well they understand 
complex texts that they will see in college and possibly their future careers. It will be 
based on their writing performance. criteria they request. 

 
The new writing test will still prompt students with an issue, but they will also be provided 

with additional information that gives them more direction.  The new essay will give three 
perspectives, and expect a more thorough development of ideas and analysis around 
those perspectives.  In the past, the writing has been more rhetorical, now the focus is 
more argumentative. 

 
The essay time will be lengthened to allow for the added expectations. 

MATHEMATICS 

Basic skills in: 
 

Arithmetic 

Geometry 

Algebra II 

Typically about 4  

trigonometry questions 

60 questions—60 minutes 

READING 

Time is of the essence here… 

You will be expected to read a 

passage in a relatively short amount 

of time and answer questions based 

upon that selection. 

40 questions—35 minutes 

SCIENCE REASONING 
 

A wide range of science is tested, but 
it is quite vague.  Reasoning, Patterns, 

and figure interpretations is vital. 
 

The test gives all the information you 
will need in passages, diagrams, 
charts, or tables.  Use your general 
science knowledge to decipher the 

information. 

40 questions—35 minutes 

 

THE WHAT AND HOW TO... 



TO REPEAT OR NOT TO REPEAT? ... 

What to double check? 

What mistakes did you make? 

     If these were primarily errors due to not 

knowing the information, you can correct 

these by studying. 

     If it was due to time management, this can 

also be corrected by keeping a different pace 

and practicing test taking skills. 

Why do you want to repeat the test? 

     If you are working to a minimum score for 

entrance to a college or for a scholarship...YES 

     If you are in competition with a friend...NO 

Can you go through the process again? 

     If you worked hard in your preparation and 

were serious about the test...consider how stressed 

a retake will make you. 

      If you rushed and did not prepare, a second try 

with preparation would make sense. 

Did you have extenuating circumstances? 

     You got up late, you did not get enough sleep 

the night before, you were sick, boyfriend/girlfriend, 

or family stress?  These are all good reasons to 

retake the test. 

Commonly made mistakes include the following… 
 

Exponents check the rules for multiplying and dividing 

exponents (x6)  
 

Common sense rules .. would you measure a liquid in 

kilometers? 
 

Decimals .  If all answers are the same numbers, they 

are checking your decimal knowledge (5, 5.0, 0.50.5) 
 

Check if you are adding -, +.or multiplying -, +.  What 

side of the = sign did you move? 
 

Pay close attention to “ing” words (laying/lying) 
 

Be sure to answer ALL questions, remember there 

is no penalty for wrong answers so GUESS! 

WAYNE  

HIGH SCHOOL 

 

A short check list for the day of the test.  You may wish 

to wear layered clothing as the room may be too cold or 

too warm for your personal comfort.  A snack may be 

good to bring as well.  Sure your break is only 10 

minutes, but a little added brain power never hurts.  

Tissues, glasses and contact solution may help as well.  

Of course leave extra early, you do not want to chance 

being late.  Most importantly… 

power that phone off  

 ADMISSION TICKET 

 PENCILS (ONLY # 2’S PERMITTED) & ERASER 

 DIRECTIONS TO TESTING LOCATION 

 PHOTO ID 

 A CALCULATOR: LOOK ON THEIR WEBSITE 

FOR APPROVED MODELS 

 If you know the directions to each part you will not need to waste valuable 

time by reading these on the day of the test. 

 The difficulty of each question is random.  You do not have to complete the 

questions in the order they are presented in the test, but you must stay in the 

subject that is being tested.  Questions are not in order of difficulty.  Go 

through and answer the questions that seem easy to you, especially on the 

math section. 

 The ACT tests on problem solving skills and how you use them, not on what 

you have been taught 

 Since the test is multiple choice, the answer is ALWAYS right in front of you. 

 The ACT is only looking to see if you get the answer right!  No one is 

checking your work, or making sure you wrote steps out correctly.  If you can 

get the right answer in a alternate method, USE IT!!! 

 The majority of the material on the test has been taught to you by your Junior 

year in high school. 

 Know how to read graphs and tables, rules for punctuation and grammar, 

differences between generalizations/details, inference/summary, and don’t 

stress on what you don’t know. 

 The most important score is your composite.  This is the score colleges and 

NCAA use to determine if you are prepared to complete course work at their 

institution.  Every college has a minimum score that you need to check. 
 

REGISTER ONLINE AT: 

 

WWW.ACT.ORG 


